
 

     15th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Firstly, I hope this letter finds you and your family well. Having now completed the first full week of 

another Lockdown at the academy, I feel that things are starting to settle down into some sort of 

rhythm.  As such we are now in a position to reflect upon what we have initially put in place, what 

has gone well and what could be developed further. 

Here at the Academy 

Life has settled down here too, for those who can attend, into a new routine. As you may have seen 

in the news, schools across the nation have seen attendance significantly increase. We are no 

different and currently have 46% of pupils attending the academy daily. 

With such large numbers we have maintained the normal class structure which enables us to 

maximise the social distancing in classes, whilst acknowledging that young children cannot socially 

distance! This means that Cherry Class and all classes in the Juniors are still sat in rows but children 

now have their own table facing forward. 

Although the children attending the Academy currently have no need for remote learning, this may 

be required if we have to close a bubble due to Covid. It would therefore be helpful if you could fill in 

an online form for us so that we are best prepared for this eventuality. It will ask about such things 

as IT availability in the home and whether you still have the remote learning folder available that we 

sent home earlier in the year. Please click on the link to complete the form.  You only need to 

complete this form if your child is currently attending school.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lC5gjOGQmU6KPp86NJhsFwniouk4AzdEvYQ

PT5BY1LpUQUdLV1g3MjBBNFhCQzQ4OEIyTldHVEYwTy4u 

Could I thank parents and carers for wearing masks at the beginning and end of the school day and 

respecting the space of others.  I would like to remind families that children should be waiting calmly 

with adults before the gates are open and not playing in amongst others. I know this is hard with 

little ones, but if we could try our best it would be appreciated. 

Remote Education 

As you can see, staff are working hard teaching in school during the day but are also very mindful of 

providing the best learning possible for those at home. On the whole, the system of setting learning 

24 hours behind that in school seems to be working, but there has been the odd IT glitch and we are 

grateful for your patience. If work is not posted by 8.00, or the videos aren’t playing on Teams, rest 

assured it will be something technical which we are working to resolve. 

We have had positive feedback on the lessons and activities that we have been setting and we are 

delighted to see the children’s responses via chat and the quality of work being completed. We are 

mindful, however, that the children aren’t able currently to see each other regularly and this can 

lead to a feeling of isolation for those at home.  

Next week we will be launching a trial video meeting for all the children to attend. This first session 

will be an opportunity for the teachers and children to catch up and share lockdown experiences. If 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lC5gjOGQmU6KPp86NJhsFwniouk4AzdEvYQPT5BY1LpUQUdLV1g3MjBBNFhCQzQ4OEIyTldHVEYwTy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lC5gjOGQmU6KPp86NJhsFwniouk4AzdEvYQPT5BY1LpUQUdLV1g3MjBBNFhCQzQ4OEIyTldHVEYwTy4u


this is successful, we will then see how we can offer more live video experiences for the children. 

Could we ask parents to ensure that children are dressed appropriately and that if your child wants 

to take part that you supervise this or, if you can’t, ensure that the background they have is 

appropriate. A shared communal space is often best. 

 Please see the time for each class below: 

 

 

Communication 

We have been working hard this week contacting families we missed last week to ascertain how 

things are going and how we can offer support. Moving forward, we will continue to use the live 

chatroom sessions to make staff available to address learning needs.  If you have any issues you wish 

to discuss privately with staff, please contact the school office and staff will phone you. 

As we see who is engaging with the home learning we will be monitoring to see if families are having 

difficulties and will be pro-active in contacting you if we feel there might be a need for further 

support. 

Feedback on Learning 

This is an area we are refining all the time. Each phase of the academy is different in the way we are 

having to deliver learning. Younger children need a very different style of lesson to older children 

who can be more independent. Feedback therefore needs to be tailored to need, and we are 

continuing to refine how this can best be given. More information will follow on this. 

Reception feedback on Home Learning 

We would love to see all of the wonderful things your children have been learning at home. To make 

this manageable for us whilst balancing teaching in school and home learning, we would like you to 

upload ONE observation to Evidence Me each day. You can attach multiple pictures and video clips 

to your ONE observation and give a description of the range of photos in the Parent Notes section. 

We will then respond to this observation daily with feedback. Your lovely photos and videos have 

been incredibly rewarding for us to see, we look forward to seeing them each day so please continue 

to send them.  

 

 

 

Class Monday 18th January Tuesday 19th January 

Reception  11am 

Oak 1.30pm  

Larch 11.30am  

Cherry  2.30pm 

Magnolia 2.30pm  

Maple  2pm 

Cedar  1pm 

Willow 1pm  

Cooper Beech 2.30pm  

Sequoia 1.30pm  



Wellbeing 

We appreciate that every family is facing incredible challenges at the moment. If you need support, 

we are here to help so please contact us.  We recognise that there’s a lot of school work to fit in and 

would suggest that the children prioritise the work set by their teachers.  Whilst there is a lot of 

really good information and loads of websites available out there, please don’t feel under pressure 

to do anything extra. 

The Coronavirus tab on the school website hosts wellbeing links and ideas that might help. In 

addition, I have attached a very comprehensive document from Gloucestershire County Council that 

lists further resources for wellbeing, as well as in other areas of the curriculum. 

Free School Meals 

There has been much in the press over the last few days. Throughout each lockdown we have 

provided Free School Meals to families at home and continue to do so.  We are expecting the first of 

the hampers for collection this Monday and we will be working with Caterlink and monitoring the 

quality of these hampers. 

In addition, we will be continuing the work with the charity Fareshare so that we can make available 

additional food for Free School Meals families as it comes in. 

We also work closely with the Food Bank and we are able to support families accessing more food 

this way. Please do not hesitate to contact me if we can help you with this. 

If your circumstances have changed during the course of the pandemic and you feel your family may 

now be entitled to free school meals, please follow this link to see if you are eligible: 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-transport-and-free-school-

meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/  

 

And Finally… 

Apologies for the length of this newsletter but there is a lot going on at the moment and therefore 

much to communicate.  

Most importantly, my continued best wishes to you and your family. 

 

 

Paul Daniels 
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