
 

 

22nd January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Remote Learning 3 

I hope this latest newsletter finds you and your family well. As we come to the end of this 

third week of lockdown it now seems appropriate to pause and recognise not only the 

incredibly challenging times, but the immense amount that has been achieved by so many. 

I would like to thank my staff for their dedication and hard work during this period in 

achieving so much in such a short time. I would also like to thank all the children and 

families for their hard work, whatever their circumstances, in supporting learning. We 

continue to be so impressed with what you are producing and incredibly grateful for the 

kind actions and words of support we receive from the community. 

We, as you do, await further announcements from the government with regard to when all 

children can return to school.  I note that we are now promised two weeks’ notice of any 

return, which is better than less than a day!  I have been asked about February half–term 

and whether we will be open for critical worker and vulnerable children.  Although this 

question has been put to the Department for Education we have not been given an answer 

yet. 

Mass Testing of Staff 

One of our challenges over the last few months has been ensuring enough staff are available 

to run classes as they have had to self-isolate. We will be receiving our test kits for staff next 

week and they will self-administer the test twice weekly.  As you know, one of the 

challenges of Covid is that up to a third of people who have it are a-symptomatic. We hope 

this will help offer a level of protection both to the staff and children as well ensuring that 

we can continue to offer a full number of classes. 

The best prevention of bubbles going down however is to adhere to the hands, face, space 

message of the government. I am very grateful to the children and parents of those still 

attending daily who are keeping to this. 

Remote Learning 

The feedback from our first live video meetings for classes has indicated that they have 

been exceedingly popular. Thank you for following the advice about ensuring that children 

are dressed appropriately and if your child wants to take part that you supervise this or, if 

you can’t, ensure that the background they have is appropriate. A shared communal space is 

often best. 



We now intend to run these once a week to support ongoing learning and wellbeing. Please 

see the table below: 

 

 

As well as responding to learning where they can on-line during the day, staff also offer daily 

live chat sessions. Please see the table below: 

Classes Time 

Palm and Elm 2.00 – 2.30 

Oak and Larch 11.30 – 12.00 

Cherry 10.00 – 10.30 

Maple and Cedar 8.00 – 8.30 

Magnolia 3.30 – 4.00 

Willow, Copper Beech and Sequoia 1.00-1.30 

 

If your child needs additional time with the teacher to overcome difficulties, please do not 

hesitate to contact them through the office. In addition, staff might instigate contact where 

they can see issues developing. This might be through online chat but could also be by 

phone.  If necessary, we might follow that up with a small group or individual video session 

where a need is identified.  

Feedback 

Feedback is a challenge with remote learning. Much of our everyday practice of continually 

assessing learning, adapting delivery and giving verbal feedback isn’t available to us. The 

type of feedback that is appropriate for a reception child is very different to that for a Year 

Six. It also depends on the work being done and the stage of the learning. 

Our feedback via remote learning can take many forms and may not always mean extensive 

written comments for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes 

marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst 

many others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work will be given through: 

 Chatroom discussions 

 Self-marking 

Class Day Time 

Reception Friday 11am 

Oak Friday 1:30pm 

Larch Monday 11:30am 

Cherry Wednesday 2:30pm  

Magnolia Tuesday 1:45pm 

Cedar Tuesday 2:30pm 

Maple Thursday 10:15am 

Sequoia Monday 1:30pm 

Willow Monday 2:30pm 

Copper Beech Tuesday 11.30am 



 1 to 1 interaction tools (via MS Teams Channel) 

 Feedback on assignments using MS Teams and, for Reception, Evidence Me. 

 Peer interactions – these will be enabled through group chats or live video linking via 

MS Teams 

 Low stake quizzes, simple on-line assessments etc. 

The school feels it is vital for teachers to stay in regular contact with pupils. Therefore, 

teaching staff will endeavour to respond within a day to finished work. This may take the 

form of a comment in a live session, discussion in a chat room or whole class feedback. 

Certain pieces of work, such as end of unit pieces of writing, will receive more detailed 

feedback. 

Wellbeing 

Gloucestershire County Council is offering online wellbeing courses for parents.  These are 

free to attend and I have attached two flyers with further information.  Also, as I have 

mentioned before, keeping children safe online when they are using technology remains a 

high priority for all of us and, with that in mind, I have also attached advice about the safe 

use of TikTok from Mark Weedon, our local Schoolbeat Police Officer. 

And Finally … 

On another continent this week, a new leader has been talking about hope and unity. I 

firmly believe that the only way to get through this is together. If we can be of any help, 

please do contact us. 

My continued best wishes to you and your family. 

 

Paul Daniels 

 

 

 

 


