
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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I would like to share this amazing accomplishment which, once again, shows the positive things the 
children have achieved during the lockdown period and in Charlie’s case since he was six when he 
joined the 1st Slimbridge Beavers!  He has worked really hard over the years, including through 
lockdown, to continue earning his badges and through his efforts has earned the highest award, the 
Chief Scout Bronze Award.  To do this, he needed to show he was adventurous, helped his 
community and learnt about the world through skills, teamwork, challenges and staged activities.  
Achieving this award is rare and shows that Charlie is demonstrating our academy values outside of 
school, we are very proud of him.  Well done Charlie! 

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENT 
I’m writing to let you know that Mrs Neale will be leaving Dursley Primary in July.  She has asked me to thank all of 
the staff, governors, parents and especially the children for making her feel so welcome and supported over the last 
five years. She has lots of memories to treasure; her favourite watching so many of the children and parents dancing 
for Sport Relief last year.  She’s asked me to pass on her best wishes to everyone and says she’ll still hear all the 
Dursley news through Mr Neale!  Although we are sad to see her go and will miss her, we wish her all the very best 
in her new post. 

Y5/6 MEXICAN FEAST 

Children in Willow, Sequoia and Copper Beech Classes each had a Mexican feast this 

week to celebrate their learning about Mexico and The Maya. 

They cooked and ate chilli, Mexican rice, cheesy nachos, guacamole, 

salsa and wraps, and washed it all down with hot chocolate! 

 

EDGE MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 
Junior children were treated to an amazing workshop this week, led by local musician Alan Swain.  
They took part in composing some music to be performed at the Dursley Music Festival and on Edge 
Radio later this summer.  There will be a further session for each Junior class in June. 
 

 
YEAR 6 TRIP TO REDWOOD FOREST 

To celebrate our Year 6 children reaching the end of their primary education, we have arranged for a trip 
to Redwood Forest on Wednesday 16th June.  This trip will only be able to go ahead if we are able to 

cover the cost, so we will let parents know nearer the time if the amount has been reached.  As 
mentioned before, payments must be made by Parentpay and log-ins have been sent home with 
the children who don’t have an account.  The deadline for payment and consent for the trip is 
Friday 11th June – as yet we haven’t received enough payments to cover the cost, so please can any 

Y6 parents who haven’t already done so, make this payment over half term.  Thank you. 
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CYCLING PROFICIENCY 
The deadline for signing Year 6 children up for cycle training has now passed and the information has been returned 
to the County Road Safety Unit. 
 
HALF TERM 
I hope you all have a good half term break next week, the forecast is looking good for a change!  We return to school 
on Monday 7th June. 
 
REPORTING A POSITIVE COVID-19 RESULT OVER THE HALF TERM 
Just as a reminder, if your child displays any one of these symptoms, they will need to have a Covid-19 test – high 
temperature, new and continuous cough or loss of taste or smell.   As always, we need to remain vigilant at the start 
of half term.  If any of the scenarios below happen to the children currently attending the academy within 48 hours of 
their last day, please use the following email address below to inform us: 
 
dgatcovid@glosdioc.org.uk 
 
Within 48 hours of last being in the academy 

 If your child subsequently tests positive for Covid-19, following symptoms developing within 48 hours of being 
in the academy, you should inform the academy on the above email address 

 If your child was not symptomatic but tested positive for Covid-19 within 48 hours of being in the academy 
you should inform the academy on the above email address 
 

More than 48 hours of last being in the academy 

 If your child tests positive for Covid-19, having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since last being in 
the academy, then you do not need to contact the academy but follow the contact tracing instructions 
provided by the NHS Test and Trace. 

Please note, our school office will not be staffed next week, so please do not email on the usual address, call the 
school number or leave a message as this will not be monitored. 

 
 

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
 
Virtual 50/50 Bucket – this month’s winner is Sophie Newman – congratulations!!  If you haven’t already signed up 
and are interested in joining, please complete the application form previously sent home.  Participants must be 
parents, guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary Academy.  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee 
taken that month and the remainder will be used to help fund equipment and resources for school.  Thank you for 
your support and good luck! 
 
Year Six Leavers’ Party – a poster was sent home recently with details of the Year Six Leavers’ Party on Saturday 17th 
July.  Please RSVP to Susanna Pitt – whose mobile number is on the poster.  
 
 
Paul Daniels 
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