
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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YEAR 6 TRIP TO REDWOOD FOREST 
 

Our Year Six children 
had a wonderful day 
at Redwood Forest 
on Wednesday and 
loved all the 
activities.  The 
instructors were 
very complimentary about the children and commented especially on 

how supportive they were of each other during the day.   
 

ELM CLASS 
The children in Elm Class have been learning about Kenya this week and during 
their investigations, they discovered that some of the animals suffer at the hands 
of poachers.  They felt very strongly that this was wrong and chose to create some 
posters to say what that means to them.  As you can see, Evie wrote “If you cut a 
rhino’s horns off, it dies and it won’t have babies and it would be bad” Jack said 
“you should never cut off elephants’ tusks, you should save the elephants” and 
Caitlyn said “Do not poach a tiger because they are not for poaching to make rugs” 
Lots of the children created some beautiful work, I wish there was room to show 
them all. 

 
CYCLING PROFICIENCY 
I was very proud of our Year Six children during their cycling lessons.  This is such an important life skill and they 
worked very hard during their sessions.  I’m sure they’re very keen to use their new knowledge, but government 
guidance still says children should not be bringing bikes or scooters in, so please don’t allow them to cycle into 
school. 
 

PARENT CONSULTATION 
Our Relationships and Health Education Policy is currently on our website for parents to read.  As part of this, we 
teach sex education to Year 5/6 and will be doing so in the new few weeks.  We have been running this for a number 
of years with an experienced team and they will be in contact with further details.  Parents have a right to withdraw 
their children from this aspect of the curriculum.  If you feel you wish to do this, please contact me to discuss the 
matter.  A copy of the policy, map of coverage and response form can be found on our website under the ‘Parents’ 
tab. 
 

TOYS IN SCHOOL 
Just a quick reminder that the government guidelines haven’t yet changed in school and we are still maintaining our 

class bubbles and social distancing throughout the Academy.  This also applies to the things that children are allowed 

to bring into school.  Children should only bring in their book bags with their books in, a lunchbox and bottle of 
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water, coat and sunhat.  Please do not allow the children to bring in any toys or other items from home.  Thank 

you. 

VIRTUAL OPEN EVENT FOR MARLING SCHOOL 
Marling School in Stroud will be holding a Virtual Open Event on Tuesday 22nd June via Zoom at 4pm or 5pm.  This is 
aimed at Year 5 and Year 4 students and their parents.  If you would like to take part, please register via the Marling 
School website https://www.marling.gloucs.sch.uk/joining-us#open-events where you will find a google form to 
complete.  The zoom link will be emailed to you the day before.   
 

PARENTPAY DEBTS 

As this is the last term, please can you ensure that you keep an eye on your child’s Parentpay account.  All 
outstanding debts must be cleared by the end of term, particularly for our Year Six children as we will be unable to 
transfer their files onto secondary school until the money has been paid.  Thank you. 

 
WOTTON COMMUNITY PARKRUN 

Wotton has a new junior parkrun.  This free weekly timed 2km event is held at Wotton Community PARC every 
Sunday at 9am and children between the ages of 4 - 10 can currently take part either with or without an adult (11 - 
14 year olds will also be able to run once Covid restrictions are lifted).  Children need to have registered with parkrun 
just once and ensure they bring a printed copy of their barcode every time they take part to ensure they get a time. 
This event is run entirely by volunteers, come rain or shine.  Parents and staff are very welcome to volunteer. 
 
For more information, their webpage is -https://www.parkrun.org.uk/wottoncommunityparc-juniors/ 
To register for parkrun go to  - https://www.parkrun.org.uk/register/ 
To volunteer go to - https://www.parkrun.org.uk/wottoncommunityparc-juniors/futureroster/ 
 
 
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
 
Donations – in order to start fundraising for next year, we would be really grateful for donations of any of the things 

on the list attached to this newsletter.  Second-hand or new would be fine or if anyone could offer us a discount or 

sponsor an item (eg from your business or employer).  Please contact us in the next few weeks (before the end of 

term) if you think you can help.  Many thanks. 

Virtual 50/50 Bucket – if you haven’t already signed up and are interested in joining, please complete the 
application form previously sent home.  Participants must be parents, guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary 
Academy.  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month and the remainder will be used to 
help fund equipment and resources for school.  Thank you for your support and good luck! 
 
Year Six Leavers’ Party – a poster was sent home recently with details of the Year Six Leavers’ Party on Saturday 17th 
July.  Please RSVP to Susanna Pitt – whose mobile number is on the poster.  
 
 
Paul Daniels 
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